Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s Visit to China

5-10 April 2013

Australian Prime Minister, the Hon Julia Gillard MP, led the most senior Australian political delegation ever to visit China from 5 to 10 April 2013.  The visit was Prime Minister Gillard’s second to China as Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister was accompanied by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Bob Carr, and the Minister for Trade and Competitiveness, the Hon Dr Craig Emerson MP.  Dr Emerson is concurrently the Minister assisting the Prime Minister on Asian Century Policy, and Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Science and Research. 

The Prime Minister and her delegation visited Bo’ao, Hainan Island, from 5-7 April, to participate in the Bo’ao Forum for Asia, an important annual gathering of international political and business leaders, and to meet China’s new President Xi Jinping.   At the Bo’ao Forum for Asia, Ms Gillard met other international leaders, addressed the plenary session (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/speech-boao-forum-asia-plenary-session) and discussed trade and investment issues with senior Australian and Chinese figures. 

The Prime Minister then travelled on to Shanghai on 7 and 8 April to advance Australia’s interest in closer engagement with China in the banking and finance sector.  She was joined in Shanghai by the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation, the Hon Bill Shorten MP, who led a senior superannuation and financial services delegation to China.  In Shanghai, Prime Minister Gillard also addressed one of China’s top leadership academies, the China Executive Leadership Academy Pudong (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/address-celap), and met with Shanghai Party Secretary Han Zheng.

In Beijing on 8 and 9 April, the Prime Minister engaged with the Australia-China CEO Roundtable, the premier business forum between the two countries, and delivered a keynote address (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/address-austcham-%E2%80%93-australia-china-business-council) on the bilateral economic relationship at an event hosted by the Australian Chamber of Commerce.  On 9 April, the Prime Minister was welcomed formally at the Great Hall of the People by China’s new Premier Li Keqiang.  She also addressed a dinner celebrating 40 years of the education and science relationship (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/address-education-dinner ).

During her visit, the Prime Minister promoted Australia’s rapidly growing trade, investment, education, research, and people-to-people links with China.  China is Australia’s largest trading partner with two-way goods and services trade worth $128 billion in 2011-12.

China is also Australia’s largest source of overseas students, with over 118,000 Chinese studying in Australia in 2012, and the second largest source of overseas visitors, with more than 626,000 arrivals in 2012. 

In meetings with President Xi Jinping at the Bo’ao Forum and Premier Li Keqiang in Beijing, discussions focused on how Australia and China can strengthen this vital and growing relationship; both sides agreed it was time to take relations to a “new level”.  Leaders also discussed a range of common interests, including cooperation in the G20, East Asia Summit, APEC and the United Nations Security Council, and on climate change and Asian security issues. 

The Prime Minister, together with her Chinese counterparts, made a series of announcements during the visit.  These announcements are summarised as follows:


Enhanced Bilateral Architecture (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/australia-and-china-embark-new-bilateral-architecture) - an annual leaders meeting between the Australian Prime Minister and the Chinese Premier to provide high-level strategic oversight of the relationship.  Supported by separate annual ministerial-level dialogues on economic, foreign and strategic issues.  Designation of the Australia-Chinese relationship as a “strategic partnership”.

Commencement of AUD/RMB Direct Trading (http://www.pm.gov.au/press-office/china-and-australia-announce-direct-currency-trading) – launch of direct trading between the Australian dollar (AUD) and Chinese renminbi (RMB).  The AUD is the third major currency after USD and yen to directly trade against RMB.

Australia Week in China – a Shanghai-based event to be held in 2014 to showcase Australian tourism, contemporary culture, trade and investment opportunities.  

Australia-China Climate Change Partnership - Australia and China have agreed to establish a carbon trading experts group on carbon market issues.  The group will bring together policy and technical experts from Australia and China.  It will meet regularly to share information and experience on carbon market issues and to facilitate the implementation of practical cooperation projects in the area of carbon markets.

Australia-China Development Cooperation Partnership (http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/releases/2013/bc_mr_130410.html) – a new partnership to address development issues of mutual concern in the Asia-Pacific, based on a memorandum of understanding between AusAID and China’s Ministry of Commerce, signed in Beijing by Foreign Minister Carr and China’s Commerce Minister Gao Hucheng.  Collaborative projects will explore drug resistant malaria in PNG, water resource management in Cambodia and collaboration on HIV/AIDS in the Pacific.

Strategic Policy and Military Capability Planning Exchange - Working-level strategic policy discussions between the Department of Defence and People’s Liberation Army officers commencing in 2013.

Australia-China Military Friendship and Culture Week - Cultural exchange between ADF and PLA comprising military band performances, cultural displays and discussions on regional security issues and strategic settings. To be held in Canberra and Sydney in September/October 2013.

Facilitated Border Clearance (SmartGate) - to facilitate Chinese in-bound tourism and business travel to Australia, Australia will conduct a pilot programme for Chinese e-passport holders to use Australia's SmartGate system, commencing in 2015.

40th Anniversary Education Book Launch – launch of ‘Expanding our Horizons: Forty Years of Australia-China Collaboration and Exchange in Education, Science and Research’, showcasing the history of education links between Australia and China.

A new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on cooperation on the control of precursor chemicals - between Australia’s Customs and Border Protection Service and China’s Narcotics Control Bureau.   Signed in Beijing in the presence of Prime Minister Gillard and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, the MOU will facilitate trade monitoring, information exchange, law enforcement assistance and joint operations between the Governments of Australia and China on illicit drug precursor chemicals.


